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Abstract
Squamous cell carcinoma metastatic to the spleen is a rare occurrence and has been reported  mostly in
autopsy series. Only two cases of carcinoma cervix with solitary metastasis to the spleen have been
reported in living patients. Among these, the tumour was confined to the spleen in only one case, where as
in the other it had extended to involve the pancreas and the left kidney and adrenal. We present a case of
a 50 year old patient with carcinoma cervix, treated with radiotherapy in 1997. Four years after completion
of primary treatment, she presented with a painful mass in the left hypochondrium. Exploratory laparotomy
revealed a splenic cyst which on pathological examination was diagnosed as metastatic squamous cell
carcinoma. The patient received chemotherapy and was alive four years later, at the time of writing
of this report.
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Introduction
 Spleen is a rare site for blood borne metastasis. In

routine autopsy material 0.3% to 0.9% of the patients
with carcinoma are found to have splenic involvement
(1).  It has been observed that splenic metastasis occurs
only in patients with widely disseminated tumours and,
therefore, it usually occurs late in the course of the disease.
Carcinomas of the lung and breast comprise 30% to 67%
of all splenic metastasis (2). Other common tumours
metastasizing to the spleen are melanomas of the skin as
well as carcinomas of the pancreas, large intestine,
stomach and retro-peritoneal tumours (1-3). Moreover,
splenomegaly, as the clinical manifestation of metastatic
spread is extremely rare (4).

On the other hand, the most commonly reported sites
of distant metastasis for carcinoma cervix include the
lungs, bones, mediastinal and supraclavicular lymph  nodes

(pelvic and para-aortic nodes comprise the regional lymph
nodes) and the liver (5). Unusual metastases have been
reported to the skin and soft tissues, gall bladder and
pericardium (5). Recently, umblical metastasis also has
been reported (6). Squamous cell carcinoma of the cervix
metastatic to the spleen is a rare occurrence and spleen
as the solitary site of metastasis, clinically evident as
splenomegaly, is rarer still (5, 7,8). We report a case of a
squamous cell carcinoma of the cervix metastatic to the
spleen presenting as a splenic cyst.
Case Report

A 50 year old Indian, Sikh female presented to the
Department of Surgery, Government Medical College
Jammu, J&K (India), in September 2001 with a 6 month
history of pain and heaviness in the left hypochondrium.
The symptoms had intensified in the preceding month
and there was accompanying fever which was moderate
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secondary deposits in the spleen were grossly visible
as a cyst with necrotic walls.Badib et al in 1968 observed
splenic metastases from cervical cancer in 4.7% of the
cases at autopsy (9).Carlson et al reported that 15.3%
of the 2220 patients of carcinoma cervix studied by them
had distant metastases but spleen metastases were found
only occasionally and that too as a part of widespread
abdominal disease with lymph node involvement (10).

Klein et al,  reported a case of carcinoma cervix with
metastasis to spleen presenting as a painful splenomegaly
four years after initial diagnosis and radiotherapy. The
patient had a big mass in spleen which was adherent to
the pancreas, the left kidney and the left adrenal. She
was subsequently treated with surgery and intraperitoneal
chemotherapy and was alive two years after receiving
treatment. On the basis of this case report the authors
advocated the use of aggressive treatment with
splenectomy and combined modality approach to prevent
dissemination when solitary spleen metastasis was
suspected in a clinical setting (4).

Carvalho et al (5) described another case of previously
treated, stage II b (FIGO) squamous cell carcinoma of
cervix diagnosed clinically four years later with splenic
metastasis, the spleen being the only documented site of
distant spread. This patient was also treated with
splenectomy and chemotherapy (5).  Pang (7) & Goktolga
(8) also reported a case of isolated solitary metastasis to
and recurrence in the parenchyma of the spleen by
squamous cell carcinoma of the uterine cervix. The case
that we present is an addition to this highly select club of
squamous cell carcinomas of cervix with solitary
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metastasis in spleen presenting clinically as splenomegaly.
Very few such cases have been reported in world literature
and this is probably the first of its kind being reported in
the Indian literature.
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